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Dear Idlewild family,
I bring you greetings with heartfelt gratitude for you and the way that I continue to witness
grace upon grace in your lives. As I said last week, there is not a day that goes by that I do not
give thanks to God for you.
As we enter the closing weeks of our More Idlewild capital campaign, allow me to share some
new information that has sharply focused where we’re heading with this once-in-a-generation
campaign.
Simply put, we listened — both to Idlewild members and to those who are doing great work in
Memphis. The model we once envisioned for early childhood education has evolved — and in
our favor, too. Instead of going it alone, we’re seeing the opportunity to partner with
organizations, and perhaps another church, to accomplish some of our goals.
In the revised plans, the space requirements of the early childhood education component have
changed. Because of this, a new, relocated gymnasium is not necessary; the existing gym can
remain where it is. Recreation will remain, now and forever, a vital part of the church’s mission.
Incorporating this new concept, we’re planning major changes to the Jones Building that will
focus on versatile, multi-purpose space — including updates to the current gym. The
architectural team is working on those tweaks. The plans will absolutely still address longneeded updates to our building to make it more welcoming, more efficient — and much more
able to be passed down to future generations.
Our fundraising goal remains $12.5 million. I’m thrilled to report to you that we stand at almost
$9 million raised. As we stated from the beginning, Idlewild will not take on any debt to
complete this project. We’ll mold our plans to meet the amount we raise.
The More Idlewild campaign will close on March 31. So I ask you this: If you haven’t yet
pledged, will you consider making one? You can pledge online at idlewildchurch.org/
moreidlewild, complete a pledge card that can be found in the brochure rack across the hall
from the church office, or you can call the church office at 726-4681 and we’ll send you one. You
will have an opportunity to talk with the More Idlewild team in the coming weeks on Sunday
mornings. Please don’t hesitate to let a member of the More Idlewild team or me know if you
have any questions at any time.
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I have to admit that I am extremely excited about these new plans. What a great way to
celebrate 125 years of service to the Memphis community. Now is our time to be More Idlewild
for future generations.
In Christ,

Steve

